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Conference Agenda
Day 1 - TUESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
07:50 - 08:50
REGISTRATION & NETWORKING BREAKFAST

08:50 - 09:00
MC OPENS

09:00 - 09:30
Speed Networking
This speed networking session will allow delegates to introduce themselves and swap business cards with other conference
attendees.

09:30 - 10:00
Health Infrastructure Priorities for WA
The WA Government will invest $1.6 billion in health infrastructure over the next four
years to ensure the system continues to meet the needs of Western Australians into
the future
Overview of the initiatives and investments
Angela Kelly, Deputy Director General, Department of Health, WA

10:00 - 10:30
Western Australia's Energy Transformation Strategy
Leading Western Australia's Brighter Energy Future
The Energy Transformation Strategy is the Government's work program to ensure the
delivery of secure, reliable, sustainable and affordable electricity to Western Australians
for years to come.
Jai Thomas, Coordinator of Energy, Energy Policy WA

10:30 - 11:00
Diversifying WA’s Economy
Driving investment and capitalising on new opportunities to develop industries of the
future
Facilitating initiatives to support the state economy’s diversification
Increasing competitiveness of WA industries in global and domestic supply chains
Rebecca Brown, Director General, Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation

11:00 - 11:30
TEA BREAK

11:30 - 12:00
Perth City Deal – Edith Cowan University’s (ECU) New City Campus
Overview of Edith Cowan University’s (ECU) new City Campus as part of the $1.69
billion Perth City Deal.
A consortium of leading local, national and international architects will design the $853
million ECU City Campus.
Sonia Mackay-Coghill, Vice President – Engagement, Edith Cowan University

12:00 - 12:20
Delivering on Digital: How Today’s Solutions Can Help Deliver Tomorrow’s
Infrastructure
A look at the current trends in industry, and the investment in infrastructure needed for
the future
How current platforms can democratise the data being produced
Future-proofing our Assets; how we can enrich that data to help with operations
through digital twins

Phillip McKenna, APAC Strategic Technical Solutions Executive, Autodesk

12:20 - 12:50
Developing a Network of Safe Cycling Infrastructure for Perth
Delivering a safe, comfortable and connected network
Michelle Prior, Director Active Transport and Safety, Department of Transport - WA

12:50 - 13:50
LUNCH BREAK

13:50 - 14:40
Panel Discussion:
Infrastructure Priorities: Shaping the Future of Western Australia
Overcoming challenges facing the building industry
Supporting the growth and development of new and established industries
Developing WA's renewable energy sector to set up new industries and broaden export
markets
Building and Improving WA’s Schools
Alyson Eather, Partner, DLA Piper
John Gelavis, Executive Director, Master Builders WA
Rob Thomson, Executive Director Infrastructure, Department of Education - WA
Sandra Brewer, WA Executive Director, Property Council of Australia
Sarah Macaulay, Executive Director - Strategy and Policy, UDIA (WA)

14:40 - 15:05
Westport Program
Westport is the State Government’s long-term program to investigate, plan and build a
future port in Kwinana with integrated road and rail transport networks
Overview of the Westport Program Strategy
Patrick Seares, Managing Director, Westport

15:05 - 15:30
Creating a Sustainable Energy Future for Western Australia
Building the Grid of the Future
Enhancing and improving customer energy solutions while ensuring equity for all
Ben Bristow, Head of Grid Transformation, Western Power

15:30 - 16:00
TEA BREAK

16:00 - 16:20
Selecting the right project team for successful implementation and adoption of
technology on Major Projects

Roots of project implementation failure
High Performance v Low Performance Team
Growth mindset v Fixed mindset
Key ingredients for success
Aleksandra Debowska-Cieszynska, Digital Engineering Lead WA, Arcadis Australia Pacific

16:20 - 16:40
Accounting for the social benefits of regional infrastructure investment
Identify current barriers to regional investment and consequences for local communities
(health, higher education, employment etc.)
Define a benefits framework for regional infrastructure that goes beyond conventional
benefits
Present a case study from the Great Western Highway Upgrade Program: Transportinduced health and higher education benefits
Present alternative sources to estimate social benefits: drawing from experience
drafting Infrastructure Australia’s quality of life benefit guidelines
Identify other requirements for benefits realisation
Lee Jollow, National Lead of Economics, RPS

16:40 - 16:45
MC CLOSES

16:45 - 17:45
NETWORKING & DRINKS FUNCTION

Day 2 - WEDNESDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
08:25 - 08:50
REGISTRATION

08:50 - 09:00
MC OPENS

09:00 - 09:30
Western Green Energy Hub

The Western Green Energy Hub will produce 3.5 million tonnes of green hydrogen, or
20 million tonnes of green ammonia per year for domestic consumption and export,
power equivalent to Australia's entire current energy capacity.
Project Consortium includes InterContinental Energy, CWP Global, and
the Mirning People
The Mirning People have carried equity and a permanent board seat. The largest
traditional owner – commercial partnership in Australian history
With an estimated total build out capital cost of US$70B, it will be one of the world’s
largest energy projects

Dr. Raymond Macdonald, CEO & Project Director, WGEH Pty Ltd

09:30 - 10:00
Western Australia’s State Infrastructure Strategy

The Strategy outlines the state's significant infrastructure needs and priorities over the
next 20 years
It addresses a broad range of sectors and cross-cutting themes to identify both build
and non-build solutions such as policy reforms and priority projects and programs.
Philip Helberg, Chief Executive Officer, Infrastructure WA

10:00 - 10:20
Overview of Development WA’s Pipeline of Projects
Delivering the complex, strategic and long-term projects that will shape the future of
WA
Delivering sustainable communities, prosperous industries and resilient regions
Dean Mudford, Acting CEO, Development WA

10:20 - 10:40
Speed Networking
This speed networking session will allow delegates to introduce themselves and swap business cards with other conference
attendees.

10:40 - 11:10
TEA BREAK

11:10 - 11:30
Overview of Lumsden Point and Other Key Projects at Pilbara Ports Authority

Pilbara Ports Authority is progressing the development of Lumsden Point as a multiuser facility and logistics hub.
Facilitating existing and new trades to relieve pressure on existing general cargo berths
at the Port and providing new import and export capacity to support industry
development and diversification in the Pilbara region.
Charles Kretzmann, General Manager, Engineering and Infrastructure, Pilbara Ports Authority

11:30 - 11:50
Accelerating decarbonization in WA
Amy Steel, WA Leader - Decarbonisation and Climate Risk, ENGIE Impact

11:50 - 12:30
Panel Discussion:
Shaping the Future of WA’s Construction Industry through Technology
Exploring BIM and AI in Construction Projects
Integration of Product Information Management System (PIM) with BIM for seamless
flow of product information throughout the construction supply chain
Digitisation – the Key to Economic and Sustainable Ambitions of the Construction
Industry
Aleksandra Debowska-Cieszynska, Digital Engineering Lead WA, Arcadis Australia Pacific
Dale Harrison, Digital Engineering Lead, Downer
James Jiang, Digital Engineering Manager, McConnell Dowell
Mike Buttery, Digital Engineer, GHD
Steven Langley, Digital Engineering Manager, NEWest Alliance

12:30 - 13:30
LUNCH BREAK

13:30 - 14:00
Can WA Show the World How to Stop Climate Change?
The transition to projects that are net zero is a global phenomenon driven by private finance
that is only available for net zero projects and by governments that are taking the Paris
Agreement seriously in their assessments, certification and verification approaches to net zero.
WA is being dragged into this future but the story is very hopeful because 1. We have so many
global companies making the rapid transition so they can make green minerals, food and other
products for global markets; 2. We have so much sunshine and space to make the renewables
and hydrogen needed; 3. We have cities and regions that are global leaders in how to share
solar with batteries and electric vehicles; 4. We have amazing net zero offsets in the rural and
regional areas that are demonstrating carbon offsets with multiple benefits; and 5. We have a
long history of green innovation in our cities and regions. The next phase will be to show how
we can keep extracting carbon from the atmosphere so that the regenerative economy can be
demonstrated and we can bring the world’s temperature down after this long fever.
Professor Peter Newman AO, Professor of Sustainability, Curtin University

14:00 - 14:20
Save carbon offsets for the truly hard-to-decarbonise sectors - Transport isn't one of
them.

Transport represents a fifth of Australia's greenhouse gas emissions, and
passenger vehicles make up nearly half of this. Efforts to electrify private passenger vehicles
will bring this down eventually, but just swapping an ICE vehicle for an EV simply isn't enough.
We need to address the source of our steadily growing transport emissions - roads.
Australia's road addiction is a downward spiral, making us sicker and poorer while steadily
degrading the environment around us. Australia needs to be brave, and stop feeding the beast
that is new road construction. Re-investment in electrified non-car transport options is
essential, and will accelerate the emissions reductions necessary to live in a habitable world.
Chris presents a compelling case to defund Main Roads, re-open and electrify rail corridors
and enlist strong planning legislation to ensure the car is no longer the default transport option.
Dr Chris Jones, President WA, The Australian Electric Vehicles Association (AEVA)

14:20 - 14:25
MC CLOSES
Agenda is subject to change
*Speakers to be confirmed
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